Interview with 
Harvey Richards 
Etherton, California 
October 19, 1957 

A few months ago I happend to get interested in this whole business 
of farm labor. Now, I am not a sk scholar or a trained research person 
so it was nothing I could do in the tay of writing articles or anything 
of this sort that hamd't already been done or they couldn't be done by 
many others much better than myself, but there was one way in which I 
though I could be of service. I have some pretty good photographic 
equipment and I have a good deal of spare time, so during @ekm August 
and September of this year I went out into the Salinas Valley, the San 
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Joaquin Valley, the Sacramento Valley, and the Santa Clara Velley and 
I took pictures. I took perhaps 500 or 600 photographs and I quit onl; 
when I had reached the point when I felt that I had rendered an accurate 
over all impression of farm labor conditions;to ha¥e taken more pictures 
would have been only to repeat what I had already taken. About one third 
of my photographs were unusable because of technical inferiority, about 


another one third were duplicates, and about one third or 175 I made up 


into what I call my basic set, these are colored slides. I have given 


complete sets to four people: Tony Rios, Ernesto Galarza, Bard McAllister, 


and Father McDonnell, and I have kept one set for myself. 

There have been a large number of efforts to capture the farm labor 
scene in black and white, many of these were superb technically, you have 
probably seen the books gotten out by Burke White and Lange, for example, 
but these reach a very small audience; I feel that I can make a very 
important and original contribution through the medium of slides which 
are more nearly a mass medium shown to whole audiences at once, service 
clubs, and college classes, religious groups, women's clubs and so forth 


and so one This is the only question that I ask of people to whom I have 
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given my photos and this kita is the only question that I ask myself as 
I go to the considerable time and expense of taking these pictures out 
in the field, "Will these really be used?" If you have any suggestions 
as to how I could #x tie these in better with the activities of people 
like the four men I mentioned a moment ago, I would appreciate it very 
much. You see I am not sure I got an honest reaction from them because 
here I was giving them about $30 worth of slides and they flet that they 
were in no position to be critical even though I asked them to be in all 
sincerity, they slapped me on the bake and told me what a fine fellow 
I was, but this wasn't what I really wanted. < 

I had very little trouble getting into the camps and into the fields 
to take these pictures. The assumption seemed to be that anybody who 
looked as if he knew what he was doing and who was taking pictures was 
some kind of an official and that he had every right to be there in th 
performance of his duties. Every once in awhile a camp manager or 
foreman would come up and ask me what I was doing, and then, of course, 
I would say that I was an amateur photographer who thought this was an 
interesting subject and who wanted to add some pictures to his collection. 


In only two cases did I have any trouble, one was in a camp of the 


DiGiorgio Company up around Yuba City where I had the bad luck to drop 


in at precisely the same moment that a member of the Digiorgio family 
was coming around to check up on something or other, I got out of there 
without anymore than a 'How do you do?' In Another case there was a 
Filipino labor contractor in charge of a Mexican-National camp in the 
Salinas Valley who hummed and hawed when I asked him if I could take 
some pictures of the camp, it was pretty obvious that he didn't want to 
make a decision on anything like this until he got the word from the big 
boss, I didn't want to get the poor guy in trouble so I left without 


pressing the issue. 
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I moukd got an interesting reaction in a camp for domestiés near 
an old lady watched me for several minutes while I went aroun 

the camp taking pictures of this and that, and then she came up to me 
and she said, "You going to close this place down, huh? It ought to be 
you know." Then she cackled with laughter, she felt that the only person 
who wouhd possibly be interested in taking pictures of such a dump would 
be a housing official, or Public Health official and that the only 
possible purpose of taking pictured would be gathering evidence so that 
the place could be crakced down on, apparently this woman had no objection 
if the place were condemned xfmm even if it meant that she would be out of 
a place to live. 

I encountered no reluctance on the part of domestics to having 
pictures taken of the interiors of their dwellings even though as you might 
imagine, in many cases they were in terrible condition; the people did 
not seem to feel that the condition of their dwelling places was a 
reflection on them but was rather a reflection on the management of the 
campSe 

I have also gathered a few statistics to go with the pictures, in 
fact I plan to have slides made of charts and graphs and tables which tell 
a story that can quickly be understood by an audience. I have gone to the 
library at Stanford, for example, and made some talbes showing the ten 
year trend in farm wages for such things as picking cotton or peaches or 
strawberries, and compared these with the ten year trend in other wages. 
Interestingly enough, Father McDonnell, and others who assure me that this 


is exactly the sort of thing they need, tell me that nobody else has done 


this before; I also went up to Sacrament to the Farm Placement people 


and talked with the head of their statistical division, a fellow by the name 
of Parkes I believe, he was extremely cooperative and frank; I guess he 


Bigured foom my appearance and my address that I was somebody on their side. 
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anyway that I can by reproducing materials in slide form, but I have no 
plans to go out myself and do anymore work in the field. I have several 
other projects in mind which ax will keep me busy for years to come. 

would like to build up comparable sets of slides on other subjects such 
12s the prolbem of the mining workers in Utah and Colorada, and through 


there. Even more important I would like to take a trip into the deep 


South and take some pictures of the plantation life down there, which is 
I £ > 


the real background of the racial problem. Now, if it could be shown 
that there is actual need for fubther photographic documentation in the 
California farm labor problem/program; then I would be quite willing to go 
out with you or anybody else or on my own and take some more pictures on 
It is not that I am no longer interested in the Mexican- 
National or the domestic migrant or anything like that; it is simply that 
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I think X¥ that I have done all that I can do. 


